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IGF 101 (optional)





INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE



Identity crisis



Narrow definition
United States

Private sector

European Union



Internet governance

“global management of the core 
resources of the Internet”

arcane powers conferred by the Wizard

• domain names
• IP addresses
• Internet protocols
• Root Server System



The Rabbit Hole



The Rabbit Hole







Civil society



ITU
WIPO

WTO…

Fairy godmothers



WSIS 2005: Tunis



UN Secretary General



“to convene a new forum for multi-
stakeholder policy dialogue”



IGF

• not a new organization
• nor a decision making body
• an experiment in international cooperation
• adapting global governance needs to the 

21st century
• searching for new forms of international 

cooperation 
• recognizing non-state actors





Perception

• personality
• focus
• associations
• previous experiences
• expectations 
• phenomenological reality
• consensus reality



IGF 2006: Athens

• innovative character; useful dialogue 
space 

• open and inclusive preparatory process 
• 2 rounds of open consultations
• IGF Web site 
• Advisory Group
• submission of papers



IGF 2006: Athens (cont.)

• synthesis paper
• timing of sessions and workshops
• the four themes were well received
• no negotiation pressure
• professional moderators
• workshops
• Dynamic Coalitions
• too many people



IGF 2007: Rio

• Advisory Group
• synthesis paper
• resource people
• non overlapping schedule
• critical Internet resources panel
• less panelists with discussants
• workshop mergers



Highlights

• best practices
• IG at national level
• IGF as a platform (ICANN, ITU, OECD, 

UNESCO...)
• IGF as annual meeting to discuss policy 

issues



IGF functions

• help shape public opinion; impact 
decision-making

• prepare ground for negotiations
• platform to bring all stakeholders 

together
• facilitate policy coherence in national, 

regional and international levels



Thank you!

seiiti.arata at gmail.com
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