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Good morning to all of you and thank you for your attention. By intervening here today I wish to encourage you to take part in the process of reflection we have initiated at the heart of the Conference of European Regional Legislative Assemblies (CALRE) in order to send a contribution from local and regional authorities worldwide to the plenary meeting of the World Summit on the Information Society, which is to take place in Tunis between 16 and 18 November next.

This proposal is the fruit of the work we started two years ago when CALRE joined the IT4ALL Network in conjunction with ERISA, the knowledge area coordinator on electronic democracy. Technicians from 12 European regional assemblies, coordinated by the Basque Parliament, have collaborated on the putting into operation of the knowledge area devoted to e-Democracy on this decentralised digital cooperation platform. Today any local or regional authority in the world can now evaluate how to apply new technologies in order to make their operation more open. After summer, they will be able to access good practices that are going to enable customised improvement programmes to be drawn up. 

So that this cooperation tool works, we have performed the theoretical definition work and drawn up a set of indicators which are already being shared on IT4ALL. But we believe that the knowledge that backs up these indicators is a good starting point to also draw up a Declaration. Our objective is to condense in it the principles that that should direct5 any strategy that seeks to improve transparency and encourage the participation of citizens in public affairs through ICTs. 

We consider that this meeting in Leipzig, a preparatory event for the summit of local authorities to be held in Bilbao on 9, 10 and 11 November next, is a very appropriate forum for this proposal to be launched. 

The foundations of this first draft of the declaration are summarised in the following five points:

1. OPENNESS. Representative institutions are obliged to operate with TRANSPARENCY and to facilitate PARTICIPATION of citizens in their decision-making processes. As Local and Regional Authorities, we will reinforce the effectiveness of the policies we design and implement if we place a system of transparent management, thereby enabling the responsible participation of citizens in political life, within reach of the opinions we represent.

2. COMMITMENT. These concepts are not only objectives to be achieved, but should also form the basis on which the strategic design and the corporate culture of our representative institutions are supported. The commitment to openness should include budgetary undertakings and organisational measures linked to these values.

3. PROACTIVITY. The information and participation mechanisms that enable the new technologies must be custom made for users. It is essential to simplify the process of obtaining information and, insofar as is possible, to establish proactive services. Local and regional organisations should provide original, complete information in real-time, arranged in accordance with the demand defined by citizens and their associations.

4. MULTI-CHANNEL. The new Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are very useful tools to favour the application of these principles. The “digital divide” obliges us to create infrastructures, promote training policies that reduce it and furnish financial measures that also enable cooperation in this field with the more disadvantaged countries. In addition, however, they should commit themselves to an intelligent combination of the possibilities offered by Internet with those made possible by other media such as the telephone, radio or television. 

5. TRAINING IN CIVIC VALUES. Offering true opportunities for citizen participation in decision-making processes is much more than mere technology. Public institutions should make a real effort to encourage this exchange by simplifying languages and procedures, giving maximum visibility to the results arising from civic contributions and providing training, especially for the youngest in society, in the culture of responsibility and participation.

These five points are the theoretical contribution of our working group to the debate on the information society. Any other details about procedures or even mechanisms in order to take part with contributions to the draft that I have just mentioned can shortly be found on the web site www.CALRE.net. Moreover, I encourage you to explore the possibilities which are offered by the electronic democracy area of IT4AlLL.

Many thanks for your attention and participation in this event. Good day.
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